VIII                                                 PREFACE.

of the scientific investigations of the subject Those- investi-
gations, however, that cannot claim permanent value, as well as
antiquated methods, such as color reactions, etc., have not been
included.

Fully realizing the importance of a historical basis for such a
work, this has received special attention; Detailed references
to the original sources enable the reader to make further in-
vestigations in this direction.

Although the aim and object of this book is primarily of a
practical nature, the authors venture to hope that it also offers
to the scientific investigator a complete summary, with numerous
references to original literature, of everything that has been
accomplished in this line.

The authors acknowledge with thanks the co-operation of
Dr. C. von Rechenberg who wrote the chapter "Theoretical foun-
dation for the preparation of volatile oils by steam distillation;"
also of Dr. }. Helle who contributed /The more common con-
stituents of volatile oils;" finally that of Dr. j. Bertram who kindly
assisted in reading proof and who repeatedly made valuable
suggestions.

With regard to the share in the work by the two authors
whose names appear on the title-page: the "Historical intro-
duction," also everything that pertains to the history of the
volatile oils and the raw materials, as well as the description
of the methods of production of the American products, and in
part the statements regarding origin and production of the drugs,
are from the pen of Dr. Friedrich Hoffmann; the entire
chemical text and those parts not specially enumerated have
been written by Dr. Eduard Gildemeister.
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